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Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1982 / Aug. 17

which offers hope for millions of Americans
at home, on the farm, and in the work-
place?

Do we tell these Americans to give up
hope, that their ship of state lies dead in the
water because those entrusted with man-
ning that ship can’t agree on which sail to
raise? We're within sight of the safe port of
economic recovery. Do we make port or go
aground on the shoals of selfishness, parti-
sanship, and just plain bullheadedness?

The measure the Congress is about to
vote on, while not perfect in the eyes of
any one of us, will bring us closer to the
goal of a balanced budget, restored industri-
al power, and employment for all who want
to work. Together we can reach that goal.

Thank you. God bless you.

Note: The President spoke at 8:02 p.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House. The
address was broadcast live on nationwide
radio and television.

United States Arms Sales to Taiwan

Joint Communique of the United States and
the People’s Republic of China.
August 17, 1982

1. In the Joint Communique on the Es-
tablishment of Diplomatic Relations on Jan-
uary I, 1979, issued by the Government of
the United States of America and the Gov-
ernment of the People’s Republic of China,
the United States of America recognized
the Government of the People’s Republic of
China as the sole legal government of
China, and it acknowledged the  Chinese
position that there is but one China and
Taiwan is part of China. Within that con-
text, the two sides agreed that the people of
the United States would continue to main-
tain cultural, commercial, and other unoffi-
cial relations with the people of Taiwan. On
this basis, relations between the United
States and China were normalized.

2. The question of United States arms
sales to Taiwan was not settled in the
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course of negotiations between the two
countries on establishing diplomatic rela-
tions. The two sides held differing positions,
and the Chinese side stated that it would
raise the issue again following normaliza-
tion. Recognizing that this issue would seri-
ously hamper the development of United
States-China relations, they have held fur-
ther discussions on it, during and since the
meetings between President Ronald Reagan
and Premier Zhao Ziyang and between Sec-
retary of State Alexander M. Haig, Jr., and
Vice Premier and Foreign Minister Huang
Hua in October, 1981.

3. Respect for each other’s sovereignty
and territorial integrity and non-interfer-
ence in each other’s internal affairs consti-
tute the fundamental principles guiding
United States-China relations. These princi-
ples were confirmed in the Shanghai Com-
munique of February 28, 1972, and reaf-
firmed in the Joint Communique on the
Establishment of Diplomatic Relations
which came into effect on January 1, 1979.
Both sides emphatically state that these
principles continue to govern all aspects of
their relations.

4. The Chinese government reiterates
that the question of Taiwan is China’s inter-
nal affair. The Message to Compatriots in
Taiwan issued by China on January 1, 1979,
promulgated a fundamental policy of striving
for peaceful reunification of the Motherland.
The Nine-Point Proposal put forward by
China on September 30, 1981, represented a
further major effort under this fundamental
policy to strive for a peaceful solution to the
Taiwan question.

5. The United States Government at-
taches great importance to its relations with
China, and reiterates that it has no inten-
tion of infringing on Chinese sovereignty
and territorial integrity, or interfering in
China’s internal affairs, or pursing a policy
of “Two Chinas” or “cne China, one
Taiwan.” The United States Government
understands and appreciates the Chinese
policy of striving for a peaceful resolution of
the Taiwan question as indicated in China’s
Message to Compatriots in Taiwan issued on
January 1, 1979, and the Nine-Point Propos-
al put forward by China on September 30,
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