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rules of international conduct which will
reduce the risk of confrontation and war in
Asia and in the Pacific.

We agreed that we are opposed to domina-
tion of the Pacific area by any one power.
We agreed that international disputes should
be settled without the use of the threat of
force and we agreed that we are prepared
to apply this principle to our mutual rela-
tions.

With respect to Taiwan, we stated our
established policy that our forces overseas
will be reduced gradually as tensions ease,
and that our ultimate objective is to with-
draw our forces as a peaceful settlement is
achieved.

We have agreed that we will not negotiate
the fate of other nations behind their backs,
and we did not do so at Peking. There were
no secret deals of any kind. We have done
all this without giving up any United States
commitment to any other country.

In our talks, the talks that I had with the
leaders of the People’s Republic and that
the Secretary of State had with the office of
the Government of the People’s Republic in
the foreign affairs area, we both realized that
a bridge of understanding that spans almost
12,000 miles and 22 years of hostility can’t
be built in 1 week of discussions. But we
have agreed to begin to build that bridge,
recognizing that our work will require years
of patient effort. We made no attempt to pre-
tend that major differences did not exist be-
tween our two governments, because they do
exist,

This communique was unique in honestly
setting forth differences rather than trying
to cover them up with diplomatic doubletalk.

One of the gifts that we left behind in
Hangchow was a planted sapling of the
American redwood tree. As all Californians
know, and as most Americans know, red-
woods grow from saplings into the giants
of the forest. But the process is not one of
days or even years; it is a process of cen-
turies. .

Just as we hope that those saplings, those
tiny saplings that we left in China, will grow
one day into mighty redwoods, so we hope,
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too, that the seeds planted on this journey
for peace will grow and prosper into a more
enduring structure for peace and security in
the Western Pacific.

But peace is too urgent to wait for cen-
turies. We must seize the moment to move
toward that goal now, and this is what we
have done on this journey.

As I am sure you realize, it was a great
experience for us to see the timeless wonders
of ancient China, the changes that are being
made in modern China. And one fact stands
out, among many others, from my talks with
the Chinese leaders. It is their total belief,
their total dedication, to their system of
government. That is their right, just as it is
the right of any country to choose the kind
of government it wants.

But as I return from this trip, just as has
been the case on my return from other trips
abroad which have taken me to over 80
countries, I come back to America with an
even stronger faith in our system of govern-
ment.

As I flew across America today, all the
way from Alaska, over the Rockies, the
Plains, and then on to Washington, I thought
of the greatness of our country and, most of
all, I thought of the freedom, the opportuni-
ty, the progress that 200 million Americans
are privileged to enjoy. I realized again this
is a beautiful country. And tonight my
prayer and my hope is that as a result of
this trip, our children will have a better
chance to grow up in a peaceful world.

Thank you.

TEXT OF JOINT COMMUNIQUE,
ISSUED AT SHANGHAI, FEBRUARY 27

President Richard Nixon of the United
States of America visited the People’s Re-
public of China at the invitation of Premier
Chou En-lai of the People’s Republic of
China from February 21 to February 28,
1972. Accompanying the President were Mrs.
Nixon, U.S. Secretary of State William Rog-
ers, Assistant to the President Dr. Henry
Kissinger, and other American officials.

President Nixon met with Chairman Mao
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